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May 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of Bob Stutman, an outstanding speaker and drug educator who I have worked with over the past four years.  I coordinate a required first-year course at Goucher College, called “Connections.”  As a part of this course, I bring in a series of speakers to cover topics of importance during this crucial life transition for our students.  In the past, we have always covered the topic of alcohol as a part of the course.  At some point, we realized that the topic of drugs was getting short-shrift and needed attention all on its own.  I shopped around for speakers and learned about Bob Stutman, a former DEA officer turned consultant and speaker.

For each of the past four falls, Bob has presented a program to our first-year class of approximately 400 students, entitled:  “What Did I Take?  How Do I Know?  What Does it Do? The Truth Behind Legal and Illegal Drugs I May or May not Have Taken.”  As a former DEA officer, Bob speaks with authority.  He knows his stuff, and the students soon realize this.  His talk is not a simplistic “just say no” message.  Rather, he assumes that many in the audience already have experimented with drugs and encourages them to become more informed about what it is they are putting in their bodies.  Bob helps them see that all too often, they don’t really know what it is they are taking or how it will affect them.    He mixes hard facts with powerful stories he’s gathered through this work.

Students flock to the stage to talk with Bob after each of his presentations.  His message empowers them to ask questions and reveal hard truths about themselves.  Bob listens to them without judgment and comes armed with information about appropriate referral resources.  Mr. Stutman is also an excellent resource for faculty and staff on campus.  He is great in a small group setting for staff where he shares the latest national trends in drug use and challenges our roles (both as educators and as parents) in a culture that is all too complacent about drugs.

I am happy to serve as a reference for those wishing to get further information about Mr. Stutman’s presentations.

Emily Perl, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Student Engagement
Goucher College
Phone:  410-337-6124
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